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EARPA Note on Automated  and Connected Driving 
 

 

Founded in 2002, EARPA is the association of automotive R&D organisations. It brings together the most 

prominent independent R&D providers in the automotive sector throughout Europe. At present EARPA has 

49 members, ranging from large and small commercial organisations to national institutes and universities. 

EARPA is the platform of automotive researchers and is actively contributing to the European Research Area 

and the future EU RTD funding programmes. EARPA works in close cooperation with the automotive 

industry, the automotive suppliers and the oil industry as well as the European Institutions and the EU 

Member States. EARPA is independent from any external body or institute. 

 

The breadth and position of the EARPA members, combining exposure to commercial product development 

with links into academic research, has enabled EARPA to make a valuable contribution to the European 

Research Area, in terms of research delivery, innovation and strategic vision. Through the activities of 

EARPA’s themed Task Forces, ideas and priorities for research have progressed and are shared with many 

stakeholders and European Technology Platforms. EARPA members are regular participants in European and 

Member State supported research programs, contributing to the development of many key transport 

technologies. 

 

Among others, automated driving has been identified by EARPA and its members as being of strategic 

importance for the European automotive industry and research community, in order to stay competitive 

globally. Automated and connected driving is considered as a cross-cutting issue, to be addressed in most of 

EARPA’s Task Forces. The identified major research needs are addressed in the dedicated Task Force 

position papers, as well as in the recent EARPA High Level position paper. As such, EARPA appreciates that, 

in the current draft of the 2016/17 work program of Horizon 2020, the European Commission introduced a 

dedicated call on “Automated Road Transport” besides the existing call on “Mobility for Growth” and the 

“European Green Vehicle Initiative”.  

 

However, the strategic importance of automated driving for the competitiveness of the European automotive 

industry requires the joint effort of all stakeholders, beyond even the classical collaborative research and 

innovation projects. The European stakeholders, such as OEMs, suppliers, RTOs and universities, must 

strengthen their research and innovation efforts to close on the head start that Asia and the US have in this 

area, in order to secure this technology also for Europe. This requires a harmonized approach among the 

member states and with the European Commission. As such EARPA would like to recommend establishing an 

Important Project of Common European Interest (IPCEI) on “Automated and Connected Driving”. This 

framework would enable the build-up of significant industrial capacity in the context of automated and 

connected driving by initiating and harmonizing critical R&D effort across the member states and with the 

European Commission.  

 

EARPA would support such an IPCEI on Automated and Connect Driving: its members would bring valuable 

contributions to ensure that, in Europe, this field of technology is globally competitive in the future.   

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Simon Edwards - EARPA Chairman 


